PLAY EUROPE LANDED IN GREECE: ALIMOS MUNICIPALITY
The fifth event of Play Europe project took place in Alimos (Athens)
Focus: youth, participation & volunteering
By ELISAN Staff
For the last event, Play Europe leaders and coordinators landed in Greece, hosted by the
Alimos Municipality. The Alimos is a municipality in the southern part of the Athens
agglomeration, Greece. Alimos is situated on the Saronic Gulf coast, 8 km south of Athens city
centre. The built-up area of Alimos is continuous with those of the neighbouring suburbs
Palaio Faliro, Agios Dimitrios, Ilioupoli, Argyroupoli and Elliniko. Alimos has a large marina and
several beaches. In classical antiquity, Halimous was a fishing town on the outskirts of the citystate of Athens and constituted one of the demes of Attica. The most significant historical
affiliation of Alimos is that with Thucydides. Thucydides was born in Halimous, and is often
referred to as "Thucydides the Halimousian“.
The topic of the Alimos event was “Youth, Participation & Volunteering”. The discussions and
debates are expected to feed up a specific chapter of the European Social Agenda 27, the
most important output of the Play Europe project.

Interview with the Mayor of
Alimos, Mr. Andreas Kondylis

Play Europe leaders & coordinators in Athens
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Future Leaders in the cradle of democracy
Where is the best place for talking about leadership? Greece, of course!!
By Alessandro (IT), Georgina (GR), Noura & Aza (NL)
Democracy was developed around the fifth century BC in
the Greek city-state of Athens. It was a system of direct
democracy, in which participating citizens voted directly on
legislation and executive bills. Later on it became the most
used form of government in the modern world. Like
Winston Churchill said “It has been said that democracy is
the worst form of government except all the others that
have been tried.”
Democracy is based on majority: Aristotle said “In a
democracy the poor will have more power than the rich,
because there are more of them, and the will of the
majority is supreme“.
Nowadays European Union
becomes one of the biggest democracy in the world
based on those principles: in the last European elections
people had the opportunity to choose the President of
the Commission (now Jean-Claude Juncker). In some
European countries democracy is having problems:

in Greece, Hungary, Bulgaria there are movements and parties that suggest to use a
totalitarian government, destroying 2.500 years of political development.
Democracy is having a collective vision and
collective way of ordering society as one is equal to
the other. We as young European leaders were
giving the chance to go back in time where
democracy started and being inspired by the great
philosophers and shapers of our current
democracy. Allocentric individuals answering an
collective vision of an unified Europe.
Play Europe leaders
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What does participation means? Learning, teaching and sharing
A reflection on the “giving factor”: sharing is a win-win situation
By Sara (NL), Maria (GR), Jeffrey (NL) & Aris (GR)
We would like to start this article with a quote from Mrs. Sandra Zafirakopoulou: “We make
a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give”. In this article we will explain the
“giving factor”, which we understand to be volunteerism, but also sharing. Sharing is a gift to
the people around you, because doing good and making people happy is priceless and very
rare to get. We would like to focus on the aspect of teaching knowledge to eventually go to
learning and sharing volunteerism. By teaching we would like to emphatize the fact that
volunteerism should be practised and taught from ‘the cradle to the grave’. The foundation of
the education should be first of all the family, then the schools and then the government.

The second aspect of knowledge is learning. We think the ‘know how ’ should be taught by
universities, in addition there should be more interactive relationships between companies
and voluntary organizations. The last but certainly not the least aspect is sharing. In order to
spread the idea and make volunteerism more attractive to everyone through using social
media, advertisement, info markets and conferences to promote and raise the awareness for
volunteerism. The knowledge that we are helping people can be very fulfilling and might
touch you right in the heart. We would like to end this article to spread the message that
sharing is a Win-Win situation.
Play Europe’s leaders
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An incredible stay – Day 1
One of the Leader reports the event in Greece
By Bert Segier (BE)
Wednesday, September 17. After a relaxing flight, a bus took us, the Belgian delegation, from
Athens International Airport to the beautiful Syntagma Square in the heart of Athens. A
pleasant touch of sun welcomed us, in the shadow of the National Parliament, and Dora’s
eternal smile was on time as well. She, as one of the members of the Greek delegation,
guided us to the known-for-the-big-entrance-hall-and-incredible-rooftop-terrace-with-viewon-the-Akropolis-Titania Hotel, some ten minutes walking from the square, along some of
Athens’ most beautiful university buildings.
It was nice to catch up again with our friends from the Veneto
region in Italy, from Rotterdam in The Netherlands and from
Valencia, Spain. For me, it was only my second participation to
the project, after the first Play Europe meeting in Treviso, just
near Venezia. Nevertheless, the welcoming by all was heartwarming and the tone was set for what would be an incredible
stay.
On Thursday morning a visit to the Akropolis museum was scheduled, after the inspiring
welcome speech by the Mayor of the Alimos Municipality. The fairly new museum, a stone’s
throw away from the actual site, was absolutely worth visiting. It gave us an overview of the
Greek classics again and the historical -literally and metaphorically- sculptures of the cradle of
civilization, in a fresh open space of glass, with beautiful views both on the city of Athens and
the Akropolis. Of course, a terrace visit on the top of the museum was a must, since we had to
digest all this breathtaking origin of modern culture. Some of us took the chance there in the
museum of being interviewed by a local journalist, on leadership and youth engagement. The
afternoon was more academic, but nevertheless interesting and eye-opening. Professor
Markopoulos, Visiting Professor at Brunel University in the UK, talked about the innovation
and profound importance of youth volunteering and citizenship.
The coffee break appeared unnecessary, because
with Ms Sandra Zafirakopoulou’s energetic and
recruiting speech we really didn’t need a shot of
caffeine before. “We make a living by what we
get but we make a life by what we give”, the
President of Make-A-Wish Greece concluded
validly. A group dinner in open air in one of the
more picturesque streets of Athens was the
perfect way to end that interesting day.

4

An incredible stay – Day 2
One of the Leader reports the event in Greece
By Bert Segier (BE)
With Mr Petros Kasimatis, our Friday couldn’t start
better: a Senior Advisor on Performance Management
with the drive and spirit of a newborn, enhancing our
leadership skills from theory to practice. After the coffee
break, Ms Lara Calfa, HR Director of Media Saturn
Greece, gave us more insights on the possibilities and
power of corporate volunteering. Inspired again by
these interesting speakers, all group members wrote
further on the Social Agenda 27 and the Handbook of
European Young Leaders. Enough of concentration for
the day, at least we thought, because we took the bus to
Ammos beach that afternoon, in the Alimos Municipality.
A beautiful piece of beach, with a fancy bar on the sand.
Just like the days before, this Friday felt again like the
midst of summer. Diving into the water and relaxing on
the shore with all of us was absolutely a perfect
intermezzo. Intermezzo, because indeed: an activity was
scheduled!
Nobody less than the former CEO of Coca-Cola Greece and Senior Innovation Adviser, Mr
Dimitris Philippou, showed up in his summer shorts to talk about stepping out of the comfort
zone in volunteerism. As a way of experiencing his personal commitment and message
towards us, we participated in the project Clean the
Beach and jointly cleaned all the garbage
that was left by people on the Ammos
Beach. Although we looked a bit odd in our
protecting gear, the result was there, and
so was our expanded comfort zone and
strengthened group spirit. The evening,
viewing sunset while having a group dinner,
with amazing Greek food and even some
Greek dancers, was honestly unforgettable.
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An incredible stay – Day 3
One of the Leader reports the event in Greece
By Bert Segier (BE)
The last day of the Play Europe event in Alimos started with yet another
inspiring speech, by Mr Georgios Stamatis this time, on volunteerism and
social entrepreneurship. Around lunchtime, the last session of the event
took place: Ms Kalliopi Ziaka and some of her students of Alimos
Municipality talked about the benefits of volunteerism on a social and
personal level they had experienced. A little more time to work on the
Social Agenda 27 and the Handbook, to divide tasks for the upcoming
weeks and to hug and wave each other goodbye after a wonderful couple
of days. I would like to take the opportunity to thank, in name of all
participants, everybody involved in the Play Europe project in general
and in the Alimos event in particular, for the incredible organization and programme, with
inspiring speakers, a great atmosphere and the everlasting friendships built. The Alimos event
was undoubtably a convincing exponent of how young committed people across Europe can
gather, discuss and debate, in a culture of mutual respect and trust, freedom of ideas and
friendship.
Bert Segier

6

… talking about us!
Alimos staff performed a great effort for disseminating and for giving as much visibility
as possible to the greek Play Europe event. The same happened for the other events.
Here you have some results!

Screenshots from GR

By ELISAN Staff
The event in Alimos, as well as the other Play Europe events in
Villorba (IT), Kortrjik (BE), Rotterdam (NL) and Buje (HR), was
widespread and disseminated through local newspapers and
websites. Please find here some links from Alimos:
http://www.notia.gr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9786&catid=
30&Itemid=238
http://www.silvercity.gr/index.php/notioi-dhmoi/230-2012-11-14-08-13-00/9648akk-en-iu-78
http://www.alimos.gov.gr/el-gr/News.aspx?ElementId=fade9661-bd50-4fa7-bb8a045a449276a6
http://www.gvajove.es/ivaj/opencms/IVAJ/es/ivaj/modulos/noticias_1_plana/notici
a_1046.html
http://www.vimaonline.gr/4/alimos

The pictures in this page refer to other Play Europe events.

Event in Buje (HR)
Promotion in Valencia (ES)

Event in Villorba (IT)
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Some shots from Alimos event
ALIMOS (Greece) / 18, 19 and 20 of September 2014

HOW TO FIND PLAY EUROPE PROJECT ON THE WEB
Play Europe Website: www.playeurope.eu
Play Europe on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/playeurope?fref=ts
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