Welcome on board!
Two new Countries, Croatia and Spain, joined the Play
Europe team.
The Croatian partner is the ZiiD association, with the
support of the City of Buje. The association has
developed several projects dealing with social
inclusion. Among its permanent activities a team of
psychologists runs one Counseling centre for families
and youth, and there is also a theater for youngsters
in which participate more than 15 teenagers. In
collaboration with the City of Buje, the association has
implemented the “Grandparents and Grandchildren G&G” project, funded by the Lifelong learning
programme, where one young person taught one
elderly person how to use the computer and internet.
It was a nice example of intergenerational solidarity
that helped both generations to become more active
in the community.

The Spanish partner is the Generalitat Valenciana
(Valencia Region) a prototypical example of the
"Mediterranean Spain", with a fantastic climate and
more than 500 kilometers of coast. It is decidedly one
of the country's most touristic areas, with remains of
most remote civilizations, Phoenicians, Greeks,
Iberians and Romans. Concerning the “capital”,
Valencia is one of the most dynamic cities in Spain, as
does the spectacular Ciudad de las Artes y las
Ciencias, the "City of Arts and Sciences", a newly
constructed area of the city boasting extravagant
architecture. In recent years, important international
sports events like the America's Cup and the Formula
1 Grand Prix on a street circuit at the city's port have
put Valencia more than ever on the world map.
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19 – 22 February 2014 | THE SECOND PLAY EUROPE EVENT
BELGIUM: BRUSSELS, KORTRIJK AND YPRES
By the Veneto Region’s team
The first day we landed in Belgium, we went first to visit the European Parliament. It was just a
quick visit and discussion with an EU functionary, who explained us something about the role of
the politician and European parliament’s machine. Afterwards we took the bus and we headed
to Ieper, where we visited the Flanders Fields museum. The museum takes into consideration the
salient of the most hotly contested throughout the Great War. The first battle of Ypres (22 April
1915) inaugurated, among other things, a new dreadful system to try to have prevail over
enemy: the indiscriminate use of lethal gases, including phosgene, chlorine and sulfur
dichlorethyl not surprisingly, all these mixtures lethal then took the name of the generic
identifier "Iprite", from the same Belgian city. During the evening all the Play Europe group took
part to a really touching event: commemoration for the fallen Belgians in the First World War.
Some representative of our group have led a laurel wreath through a staircase up to the altar,
accompanied by the music of the band. The second evening we were greeted by the Deputy
Mayor of the city of Kortrijk where we discussed about our project and the main theme of that
event: the social inclusion.

DIVING INTO THE CONTENTS
YOUTH INCLUSION: ACCESSIBILITY, EDUCATION, VOLUNTEERING AND RECOGNITION
By Riccardo Celin

YOUTH INCLUSION IN
LEISURE ACTIVITIES

YOUTH INCLUSION &
DIVERSITY

YOUTH INCLUSION &
SCHOOLS / EDUCATION

Not only youngsters must
be addressed, but also
parents;

Autism: volunteers with
right competences are a
must (coach) , such as a
structure

School’s current system is
not taking care of the needs
of the students with the
current social troubles &
differences (cultural,
economic, etc …)

Teacher must have the
correct competences to
read signals of a “balanced
person”: friendship,

honesty, mutual respect.
Better use of “free time”
for youngsters: there is
an urge to help others.

Recognize the talents into
diversity
Differences are often cause
of “disparity” (economic,
social, etc…)
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Not inclusive schools leads
to “ghettoes”

The meeting in Kortrijk in deep
Social inclusion: what opportunities for the future?
During the Belgian meeting the youngsters discussed this
important issue with a particular look on the possibilities
offered to the youth in general and to the people with fewer
opportunities.

THE EVENT IN KORTRIJK – PART I
The conferences
The morning of the day two was dedicated to six interesting
lectures dealing with youth inclusion in leisure activities. It
all started with the lectures on “Youth care”, presented by
Ms. Annelies Defeyter from the Youth Department of the
City of Izegem, and “Youth inclusion in leisure activities”, by
Bert Dusselier from the Arktos organization. The association,
dealing with socially vulnerable people, aims to develop
projects for free time to include youth with special needs.
Joke Seegers, from Autistem, talked about their leisure
activities for youngsters with autism and the coaching
system they developed to help families to deal with this
sensitive situation.
With Bart Parmentier, you could learn about “Physical
accessibility of events” and the efforts of the Intro vzw
organization to guarantee to all the people the possibility to
participate in public events, also by providing on-site
assistance. The youth book writer Marc Hendrickx
introduced the topic “Youth and poverty” by showing a
piece from its theater play dealing with different kinds of
poor youngsters.
At the end of the conference Ms. Marianne Schapmans,
from Teorisme Vlaanderen, talked about one participation
project on the first holiday experience a group of youngsters
had the opportunity to take part in. After these lectures full
of suggestions, the youth leaders from the Play Europe team
could start to develop the youth inclusion topic for the social
agenda.
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Pictures from Brussels &
Kortrijk

THE EVENT IN KORTRIJK – PART II
Kortrijk (Belgium) – By the Croatian Team
Working in groups

Play Europe
Workgroups in
Kortrijk

What is more inspiring than see young people working together for a better, common, future?
Through debates and post-its the youngsters had the opportunity to learn how the other
countries respond to several issues affecting the society when it comes to social inclusion. They
learned from each other and worked together to find out what they expect from the institutions
and give their own contribution to create our Europe of tomorrow by proposing the new
European social agenda 2027.

Perspectives: the young leaders and the meeting in Belgium
“The experience in Belgium was very helpful especially for the visit to the
European Parliament, I learned many things I didn’t know before” said
Arlene Kauzlarić from Croatia. Martina Benolić, also from Croatia,
explained: “First of all, I would like to highlight a huge thank you to the
organization; especially for organizing the visit to the European Parliament
and the city of Ypres. It was a great choice: from one side they put us in
Arlene
touch with the future of Europe, while on the other side they showed us a
piece of history of Belgium, a history that should not be repeated, never
again – started Martina-. The second day in Kortrijk, it was a working day!
We had lectures the whole day, but since the topic was interesting, it was
not strenuous at all! But I must admit that the part I enjoyed the most, was
after we divided in groups to discuss about the assigned topic. Even if we
were from very different countries, we concluded in all of the countries there
Martina
are some similar social problems, especially youth one.
We exposed not only the social problems, but also a possible multicultural built solution. It
was the most dynamic part of the Play Europe project in Kortrijk”.
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BELGIAN CULTURE:
THE TOUCHING EXPERIENCE OF YPRES
By Nina Kapel
A gentle but cold wind was blowing in the stone
Monument to the Fallen of Ypres. It was almost
8 p.m. o’clock, dozens of people were coming to
leave their flowers’ crown and assist to the
remembering ceremony, that every single
evening takes place in the monument. The cars
stopped, the people remained in silence and the
music started.
Local musicians intoned, in the night, a deep tone
song, dedicated to those who are no longer with us.

The touching experience of Ypres was simply
amazing. It shows us how it is important to
remember those who lost their lives during the war
but also how we can arise stronger and rebuild our
lives, working together.

More than 30 young European Leaders
visited the European Parliament and the
City Hall of Kortrijk during the second
international event of the Play Europe
project, touching with hands the
“decision making location” at two
different levels: European and Local.
At the European Parliament, future
leaders had been introduced to “how the
EU machine works”, with a short but
detailed explanation of the EU institution
and their role in the decision making
system. At the Kortrijk City Hall they had
been hosted by the Mayor who discussed
with them about the Social Agenda 27.

TOUCHING THE INSTITUTIONS:
VISIT TO THE EUEOPEAN PARLIAMENT IN
BRUSSELS and THE CITY HALL OF KORTRIJK
By Play Europe Staff
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Some B&W shots from Kortrijk’s event
BRUSSELS & KORTRIJK (Belgium) / 20, 21 and 22 February 2014

HOW TO FIND PLAY EUROPE PROJECT ON THE WEB
Play Europe Website: www.playeurope.eu
Play Europe on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/playeurope?fref=ts
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